
PART II. 

REVIEWS AND BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 
r 

Diagnostic and Therapeutic Technic. By ALI~ERT S. ~r 
A.B., M.D. Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders 
Company. 1911. 8vo. Pp. 775. 

IN this work, described on the title-page as " a  manual of 
practical procedures employed in diagnosis and treatment,' 
the author claims to have collected information inaccessible 
in any other single book. With this claim we heartily agree, 
and we may go further and say that in no other books dealing 
with such procedures are the methods better explained and 
illustrated. 

The enormous advance of the science of Medicine ~ithin 
the past few years, especially in the departments of diagnosis 
and treatment, render~ it almost impossible for the ordinary 
practitioner to keep au courant with the most recent methods. 
From occasional Ferusal of the various joumals~ the mere 
number and size of which prevent anything more than the 
most cursory acquaintance, he can gather a general idea 
of the trend of events, but when he wishes to obtain personal 
experience of, for example, some new treatment, he is faced 
at once by the difficulty that the description of the method 
given in such literature as he can command is quite insufficient 
for his purpose, and he abandons the attempt, falling back 
in despair on some older and simpler line of procedure. 

To take an example. Intra-venous infusion is a com- 
paratively simple operation to any one who has performed it, 
but the difficulties are often surprising. How many admini- 
strations of "606"  have failed, or been abandoned, or proved 
actually harmful through ignorance of the proper method of 
performin~ them ? 

It  seems to us that the volume in hand exactly meets this 
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want, and though many of the methods are unsuited for 
performance by any but the specialist, the majority are such 
as must be done daily by the hospital resident or the general 
practitioner. 

The procedures are described with unusual minuteness 
and detail, and with a wealth of illustration which should 
make the majority of them quite possible of attainment 
even by those who have never seen them performed. 

The book falls roughly into two sections, the first dealing 
with general methods of examination and treatment, the 
second with affections of " special" regions, particularly 
those of the throat, nose and ear, alimentary tract, and genito- 
urinary system. 

Amid so much information it is possible to particularise 
in a few instances only. We pass over the chapter on general 
anaesthesia which seems somewhat out of place in this work, 
but would draw attention to the excellent section on local 
anaesthesia, which includes methods little known or practised 
in this country--e.g., neural infiltration and Bier's venous 
anmsthesia. Spinal amesthesia, to which so much attention 
is directed at present, is also described, but, according to the 
author, " should be reserved for exceptional cases." 

Transfusion of blood, which, it is stated, is now being revived 
in America with success--saline infusions, injections of all 
kinds--these are but the names of some of the many procedures 
.described. 

A short, chapter is devoted to Bier's hyper0cmic treatment, 
and the various methods of collecting pathological material, 
making exp!oratory punctures, &c., are made so clear that 
no difficulty should be experienced by even the uninitiated 
in carrying out these procedures, of the highest importance 
as they are for accurate diagnosis and treatment. 

Though, as has been remarked above, many of tire procedures 
in the special department are of a highly technical n a t u r e -  
e.g., the u~e of the bronchoscope, cystoscope, and ureteral 
catheterisation ; these are described in a manner calculated 
to assist materially those who aspire to explore the new fields 
of accurate diagnosis which the discovery of these methods 
has revealed. Simple and what ought to be m3re generally 
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known subjects, however, receive in all cases full attention~ 
and everywhere something of interest or novelty is found. 

There is a useful index, and the fact that the book is pub- 
lished by ,~aunders makes it almost mmecessary to state 
tha~ the general appearance of the work is most satisfactory. 

Guy's Hospital Report,~'. Vol. LXV. Edited by F. J. 
STEWARD and HERBERT FRENCH. London:  J. & A. 
Churchill. 19ll. 

THIs volume of " Guy's Hospital Report.s " does not 
appear to us to reach the high standard of exeellcnce 
tha t  has characterised most. recent volumes. I t  contains, 
nevertheless, several excellent papers of clinical and 
scientific interest. Two articles oll Graves's Disease afford. 
the reader an opportunity of comparing the results 
obtained by medical and surgical t reatment  respectively. 
One of the papers, from the pen of Hale White, has 
previously been published in the Quarterly Journal o_] 
Medical Science, and has at tracted considerable attention 
owing to the fact that  it presents in a clear form the 
statistical and other ar~lments  in favour of medical 
t reatment  as opposed to surgical t reatment of the disease. 
The paper is undoubtedly a most important one, and 
should be widely read. The second paper on the subject., 
by Dr. Bromley, is a somewhat faint-hearted a t tempt  to 
prove tha t  operative treatment may be a justifiable pro- 
cedure in certain well selected cases. 

Some neurological studies are contributed by Hertz, 
and arc of clinical value. The studies include reports on 
the Tendo-Achillis Jerk, on tile use of Salvarsan in 
Syphilitic Diseases of the Nervous System, and on what 
the ~Titer calls Babinski's Second Sign. An interesting 
analysis of the symptoms met with in a series of cases of 
Tubes Dorsalis is also included in this series, and in 
addition a short account of a case of mirror writing. 
The longest article in the volume is a Degree Thesis, by 
Dr. Sandison, on Rheumatic Fever in the Last  Decade. 
This is mainly of interest from an historical and statistical 
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point of view, and in proportion to its importance lacks 
brevii.y. Two clinical studies--one on " Herpes Auris," 
by Dr. Mollison, and the other on " Acute Inflammation 
of the Geniculate Ganglion," by Dr. PMmer. might more 
appropriately have been combined into a ~ingle article. 
Both are well worth reading. Other papers in the Reports 
are " Pontiac Haemorrbages," by Dr. Atwater ; " Tuber- 
eulous Stricture of the Ileo-Caeeal Valve," by Dr. French ; 
and " ()b~ervation~ on Deep and Surface Temperatures," 
by Morton Pahner. 

On the whole the volume nmintain~ the reputation of 
the Guy's Hospital Sehoo! for valuable clinical and 
scientific work. 

Di.s'easc,s. o~ tile Nose, Throat, aml Ear:  Medical and 
Surgical. By \VILL[AM TaINCOLN BALLEN(IER, M.D. ; 
Professor of Otolo~y, Rhinology, and l~aryngology. 
Third Edition. ],ondon : Henry Kimplon. 1911. 
]mr~'e 8vo. Pp. ix + 983. 

To adequately notice such a complete work as that of Dr. 
Ballen/zer, which has now reached its third edition, is a 
difficult task, for two reasons. The first of these reasons 
is that there is not space to notice all the good points in 
the book, and lhe second that no destructive criticism is 
possible. 

The work covers the whole area <ff the throat, nose and 
ear, anti deals with the diseases of these regions from both 
the medical anti the surgical aspects. ]t needs no deep 
insight to reeognise that the descriptions of the various 
()perative procedures arc from the pen of a man who has 
actually repeatedly performed these operations, and who 
is acquainted with the ditticulties met therein. No 
academic discussion is allowed to mask the practical bear- 
ing of his recorded experience. The author is the origi- 
nator of many methods and instrnments which are called 
after him, but, at the same time, he delights to mention 
other authors who have shown originality in their 
methods. He gives reasons to show the advantages of 
those methods he prefers, while admitting that possibili- 
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ties for use are present in other methods, which do noi; 
appea.1 to him. 

His remarks about the removal of tonsils are of great 
interest to readers in this country, as in the new operatioa 
invented by Sluder (and fully described in the work before, 
us) the tendency of the American operators to revert to. 
less severe procedures than the total enueleation of these 
gla.nds is to be noticed. The trend of opinion in the 
United States is to come into line with operators here, 
who find that the guillotine, coupled with a good forceps, 
suffices to effect a cure by removing all that is really 
necessary of the hypertrophied tissue. 

Sluder, by a complicated manoeuvre, gets the tonsils 
well through the guillotine, while in this country most 
specialists find that a forceps will pull the tonsils so far 
through the ring of the guillotine as to produce the same 
result. 

The author has given the most complete description of 
nose, throat, and ear operations, within the limit of one 
book, that has come to our notice, and nothing further 
remains but to recommend every one to read it for them- 
selves. 

The l)ublit~ U'~iversity Calendar for the Year 1911-1912. 
Volume ]]. Dublin : Printed at the University Press. 
Hodges, Figgis & Co., Ltd. ,  Grafton Street, Publishers 
to the University. 191~ 8vo. Pp. iv + 397. 

Tins  vohmle contains the usual lists of Honours and 
Prizes awarded at entrance into the University and at the 
several Term Examinations held during the  year 1911. 
Miscellaneous Prizes in Arts, Lists of Candidates success- 
ful at the Final Freshman and B.A. Degree Examine- 
/ions, as well as the Prizes and Examinations in the re- 
spective Schools of the University, are also given. The 
Degrees conferred in the year 1.911 will be found at page 
76. Over fifty pages are taken .up with a continuation 
of lists given in the special supplemental volmne for 1906- 
1907. Lastly,  we find lists of the present Members of 
Trinity College, of the Senatus Aeademieus, of Members 
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of School Commitlees constituted under the new King's 
Letters "Patent, and of University Electors. 

]n 1912 the total number of students on the College 
books, under the Degree of Master of Arts, is 1,276. This 
number is composed as follow :--Women--Non-,founda- 
tion Scholars, 11; Pensioners, 174; Sizars, 2.--Total ,  
187. Men--Scholars of the House, 70; Pensioners, 
983; Sizars, Ex-Sizars, and Sizarship Exhibitioners, 
36.--Total,  1,089. 

The above number does not include the names of 
students in the Medical School or Law School who have 
not paid the last half-yearly Arts Fee. 

The University Electors number 4,997 in the present 
year.  

The 'l'r('atme~t, Prevention, and Cure o/ Tuberculosis and 
Lupu,s" with Allyl Sulphide. By V~:M. C. MINCHIN, 
M.D. London:  Bailli~re, Tindall & Cox. 1912. 
Pp. 88. 

IN this little book the author gives an account of his prac- 
tice ill the treatment of tuberculosis by the exhibition ot~ 
garlic or its active principal allyl sulphide, either applied 
locally or given by the month, or by inhalation, l i e  
describes how he himself was impressed with the value of 
the drug hy a remarkable case of a boy whose leg and foot 
were so extensively diseased with tuberculosis that he and 
two other surgeons advised amputation. This was refused, 
and the boy left hospital. Six months later the boy was 
walking about apparently well. The " cure " was effected 
with poultices of soot, salt, and grounded garlic applied 
by a farmer, in whose family this cure for " scrofula " had 
been for generations. 

The author describes briefly the history of the use of 
the drug, and gives the experiences of others who have 
employed it. He  then gives details of cases, both " sur- 
gical," pulmonary, and lupus, successfully treated by 
him. 

One cannot hel 1 ) being impressed by the satisfactory 
and often rapid results obtained, the recovery of patients 
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whose cases wel'e considered hopeless, and the confident, 
favourable prognoses given in these cases. 

Since the author practically states that if allyl sulphide 
fails to cure nothing else will, one wonders if he has had 
experience of the use of iodine coml)ounds or of the results 
(,f immunisation. 

The statement that cases of surgical tuberculosis usually 
have active disease of their lungs is contrary to general 
experience. 

To those who are interested in the use of drugs intra- 
vitally for specific germicidal purposes the book (.armor 
fail to be of interest. 

The Law lielating to Medical Practitiotters and Dentist,s" 
in Great Britain. By J. N. MORTOn, M.A., Solicitor, 
Secretary of the Western Medical School, Glasgow. 
With an Appendix of Statutes. London and Edin- 
burgh:  William Green & Sons. ]912. Demy ~vo. 
Pp. viii + 140. 

[~ this little work the author deals with the privileges and 
obligations of registered medical practitioners and den- 
tists, and the position of unregistered persons. The book 
is divided into nine sections, and contains ~l valuable 
appendix of statutes. The first chapter deals with the 
Medical Register and the General Medical Council. The 
next chapter is a most important one, dealing as it does 
with the subject of medical certificates, the duties of 
Certifying Surgeons, Medical Officers of Health,  Medical 
Referees, and others. A useful schedule of the Public 
Health Acts and of the chief Local Government Board 
Orders and Regulations is contained in the footnotes of 
this chapter. A third chapter is devoted to the Royal 
Army Medical Corps and the Naval, Indian, and Colonial 
Medical Services. Other chapters deal with the remu- 
neration of medical men and their civil and criminal re- 
sponsibilities. 

The extraordinary results that  may follow from a 
too strict adherence, on the part of medical witnesses, 
to the general rule that  witnesses should confine them- 
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selves to ,answering the quest ions put  to them, is well 
i l lustrated ill tne chapter  concernina  Medical Men ~s 
Witnesses.  Tlms in a husband-poisoning case, in which 
Dr. Taylor ,  lhe writer  on Medieal Jurispruden<-e, was 
examined  as a witness, he testified to lhe presence of 
arsenic,  lint only in a minute  quami ty ,  in the body. The  
counsel for the defence, Serjeant Bal lant ine,  did m~l ask 
him a single question. The  judge, 13aron l>arke, smnmed 
up not unfavourably to the prisoner,  and dwelt much on 
the small quant i ty  of arsenic found in the body. The  
jury reiired. The  judge fell into conversation with Dr. 
Taylor ,  who was then  sitting on the bench. H e  remarked 
that  he was surprised at the small quant i ty  of arsenic 
found, l)r. Ta.ylor replied that ,  if he had been asked the 
question, he would have said lhat  it indicated, in the 
~:ircumstances disclosed ill the evidence, lha t  a very large 
quant i ty  had been taken. The  judge did nol feel war- 
ranted in using the informat ion thus aeeidentally obtained. 
The  jury came back into court with a verdict of a.equittal ! 
Medical men,  when giving evidence as sneh, are " ex- 
pert " witnesses, and are enti t led to be remunecaled 
aeeordingly.  Pract i t ioners  should observe lhat  a medical 
man  may  be required to state as a common wilness the 
.actual symptoms observed by him in a pat ient ,  but he 
.cannot, except as an. exlSert wilness,  be called upon to 
state the meaning  of the symptoms or the inferences lo be 
, lrawn from them.  

The  two remaining chapters  are devoted to the Anatomy 
A c t s  and the Dentis ts  Act, 1878, respectively. The  
appendix  eonta.ins the full text  of ten statutes,  including 
.such impor tan t  Acts as the Medical Acts of 1858 and 
11886 and the various amending Acts, the Anatomy Acts, 
:and the Dentis ts  Aet, 1878. Sections since repealed are 
placed in parenthesis ,  and the date of repeal is also given. 
T h e  title of the work is " The  L a w  relating io Medical 
Pract i t ioners and Der/tists in Great  B r i t a i n . "  Mr. 
Morton might  well add "' and I r e l and , "  for he by no 
means  ignores the Sister Isle, and 'the law in Ireland is 
in many  respects closer akin to the law in England than  
is lhe ,qeoteb law, with which the author  is natural ly 



282 llcviews and I~ibliographical Notices. 

most fanliliar. The book is printed in readable type, and 
is tl~rned out in ~ style worthy of the publishers. Its net  
price is seven shil]ing's and sixl)ence. 

T W O  NEll" IVORKS ON M I D W I F E R Y .  

]. A .l~a'J~,tlol o~ Midwifery for Students and Prac- 
titio~cr,~. ]~ty G. 13ALFOUR MARSHALL, M.D., C.M., 
F.R.F.P.S.G.  ; Senior Gynecologist, Royal Tnfirmary, 
(llasgow; Extra-Academical Lecturer on Midwifery 
a,)d Gyn~ecolo~'y, Glaso'ow. Glasgow: James .\luc 
I:ehose & Sons. 1912. Demy 8vo. Pp. xviii and 
401. \Vith 9 Coloured Plates and 125 Illustrations in 
the Text. 

~2. Operative Ob,~tetries, including the Surgery o/ the 
Ncw-borJt. By EmvAno P. DAVIS, A.~I., 1V[.D. ; Pro- 
fessor of Obstetrics, Jefferson Medical College; 
Obstetrician to the Jefferson Hospital;  Obstetrician 
and Gyn~vcologist to the ]2hiladelphia Hospital;  t ton- 
orary Member of the Chicago Gyn~ecological Society, 
,r &c. Philadelphia and London" ~V. 13. 8aunders. 
Company. 1911. ~vo. l'p. 483. Wi th264  Illustrations. 

1. DR. 5~[ARSI~A~L S work is written rather in the manner 
of a catalo~ue, and though in places it suffers somewhat 
from this, still, o~l the whole, it perhaps benefits, as it is 
able to present a very large amount of information in a 
comparatively short space. On the other hand, it tempts 
shldents to try to learn too many facts by heart instead 
o[" tryino to reason them out as logical sequences of one. 
~nother. So far as the actual practical teaching of the 
I)ook is concerned, it al)l)ears to us to be quite sound, and 
in accordance with modern obstetrical practice. Perhaps. 
in a. second edition 5It. Marshall will see his way to re- 
draw a ~-oo(l man's- of the illustrations. 

2. :DR. ])AVIS'S work on obstetrical operations is divided 
into a preliminary portion and four parts. The prelimi- 
nary portion deals with such subjects.as anatomy, asepsis, 
conditions that prevent and control h~emorrhage, anae- 
sthesia, and technique. Parts I . ,  ]1., and I I I .  deal with 
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the surgery of pregnancy, labour, and the puerperium 
respecti,&ly, and Part IV. with the surgery of the new- 
born. We doubt if " surgery " is quite the correct term 
to apply to such purely obstetrical procedures as the 
application of the forceps, version, and embryotomy, and 
certainly it cannot be applied to the manual extraction of 
foetus through the vagina as a breech presentation. On 
the other hand, we note that, apparently with the object 
of justifying the use of the term, Dr. Davis, in discussing 
the treatment of asphyxia of the new-born, pays almost 
more attention to tracheotomy than to the more usual 
~nethods of rest<)ring aninmtion. 

We confess that we are not l>repossessed by the book : 
It is carelessly put together, and is full of mistakes. Thus, 
in the article on pubiotomy, the technique of the operation 
is half described in one place and half in another. Further,  
all through the article the names of Bumm and Bantam 
are confused. Then in the article on supra-symphyseaI 
Cmsarean section we are told that the reeti muscles are 
divided transversely, ls this really so? The descrip- 
tions of the actual steps of the various operations are 
meagre, and altogether out of proportion to the size of 
the book. We fear that it. will be of more use t<) 
obstetricians by reason <)f the bibliographical references it. 
contains than l>v reason ()f its teachings. 

Practic,d .lnatom 9. The Students' Dissecting Manual. 
13y F. (~. PAaSO.',S, F.R.C.S.  (Eng.), and WILLIA~ 
\\'Hm~T'r, M.]3., I).Se., F.]~.C:S. (Eng.). In  two 
Vohmles. Vol. [. PI ). xvi + 462. Vol. II .  Pp. 
vii + 3S2.  l~ondon: Edward Arnold. 191o. Cr. 

.8vo.  

Tm.~ auth<~rs of this new guide to the dissection of the 
human body a.re to be congratulated. In their preface 
they state that they began to write their book with the 
intention of leaving out as many facts of anatomy as they 
dared. Their darifig will have its reward in the success 
which can confidently be predicted for the book. When 
the time comes to prepare the next. edition it is to be 
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hoped that they will dare still more, for, as they them- 
selves admit, much that they have been foreed by pro- 
fessional anatomical opinion to include can be dispensed 
with. 

One aentence in lhe introductc~ry chapter  to the book 
deserves quotat ion : - - "  The  more experienced examiners  
in ana tomy are now laying less stress on a knowledge of 
the exact a t t aehmeut  of every muscle and the  course and 
ramifications of the smaller arteries,  but they are demand- 
ing that  the student should I)e able to find <luickly and 
surely all the impor tanl  sh 'uetures of the body, aud should 
be able to recognise them when they are only |)artly ex- 
posed ."  To this it may  be added thai  lhc same class of 
examiners  has ceased to make a fetish of " f a c e t s "  up(m 
the kidney,  liver, and spleen. _,Nor was this premature .  
The  really impor tan t  facts of ana tomy have been to,) long 
submerged in a bog of |)edagogie details. To() m an y  
examiners  have demanded a pedantic and wholly mislead- 
ing " accuracy " divorced, not infrequent ly ,  fr<>m fact. 
Th i s  book marks  a definite revolt from that  spurious 
exactness.  In  its present f<)rm il exl)<)unds a transi t ional  
anatomy.  The  spleen is no longer a " te t rahedron " :  it 
is an organ which in life varies in shape frmn hour  to 
hour,  |Is exact form depending on the fulness of the 
s tomach and colon. The  liver, however,  is a pyramid,  
and the lungs are pyramids ,  the apices of which project 
up into the neck !  One of the authors,  writ ing in the 
third person singular,  expresses the wish that  the cervical 
fascia could be described merely  as cellular tissue, packing 
in all the  interst ices of the neck, and lending to become 
slightly less dense where movement  is mosl free, more 
especially as he cannot  find that  there  is, from a clinical 
point of view, any justification to burden the s tudent ' s  
m e m o r y . w i t h  the usual academic deseription of the cer- 
vical fascia. But  the academic descripthm is given in 
the book all the same, though it is softened down by 
several '" is deseribeds " and " so-ealleds." One wonders 
if the other  author  would have it so. 

To the teacher  of ana tomy the book is fascinating as a 
landmark  in the struggle for the emancipat ion of the un- 



P Aaso~s--Practica 1 Ana.to,~ g. 285 

happy studem o[ lmman anatomy.  The illustrations are 
redolent of tile struggle. Nmnerous  excellent and really 
helpful diagraphic tracings and line diagrams are jostled 
by Spalteholz-like and Piersol-like drawings,  exeellent in 
their  way,  but  out of place and a useless waste of money 
i~ a dissecting manual  which exists to be made dirty. 

In an atlas or systematic text-book the finer the plates 
the be t te r ;  in a dissecting manual  used as a guide to the 
real thing,  the inexperienced dissector should have beside 
him an outline key to help him to reeognise the struc- 
tures which he exposes- -a  key bearing the same relation 
to reali ty that  keys to large photographic  groups or his- 
torieal paintings bear to the pictures they  explain. 
Elabora te  plates in such a book are a snare that  the 
teacher  seeks to avoid. To the less enthusiast ic student 
the fact tha t  it is " all in the book " not infrequent ly  
means that  he " will read il up at h o m e . "  F e w  junior  
students will spend money  on atlases or expensive 
treatises if such books are freely provided in the disseet- 
ing room in which they work, but  dissecting manua l s  
the most junior do buy,  and in such books there  cannot  
be too much insistence tha~ the par t ' s  the thing. 

To re turn  to the illustrations. Some of the figures are 
repeated with considerable f r equency- -unnecessa ry  fre- 
quency,  perhaps.  Thus  in th i r ty  pages (Vol. I I . ,  pp. 174- 
204) one figure (by no means  the most  successful) occurs 
three times. I ts  titles are : - - "  View of some of the re- 
lations of the left Psoas Musc le , "  " Relations of the 
Common Iliae Ar ter ies , "  " Cold Vessels of Pe lv i s . "  

The  last title urges the reader to tu rn  the page to find 
the hot vessels of pelvis, for it is difficult to believe that  
"" cold " is a misprint  for " b lood,"  because the figure 
only shows the sacrum, the bifurcat ion of the aorta,  
the common iliae arteries with the bifurcat ion of the 
left, the corresponding veins, a part  of the left psoas 
muscle, and some nerves. This  is, however,  a small 
blemish, and it is possible strongly to advise all medical 
students who have the good for tune to look forward to 
meet ing in their  hours of trial what  our authors  call 
experienced examine r s - - and  what  clinicians must  come 
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to call sane examiners-- to get rid of their present dissect- 
ing manuals and to provide themselves with a " Parsons 
and Wr igh t . "  For those not in touch with anatomy it 
may be interesting to no.te that Mr. Parsons is lecturer 
on Anatomy at St. Thomas's,  Dr. Wright  at the I~ondon 
Hospital. 

Aeromegaly : A Personal Experience. By LEONARD PORTAL 
MARK, M.D. ; late President of the West  London 
Medico-Chirurgical Society. London : Bailli~re, 
Tindall & Cox. 1912. 8vo. Pp. viii + 160. 

No physician can fail to be deeply interested in this tragic 
but manly record of a medical sufferer from acromegaly. 
The  story of his disease is, indeed, fascinating, and, as 
one reads, one cannot help feeling the deepest admiration 
for the author who has had the courage not only to live 
through an active life to the present, and to present a care- 
ful account of his numerous symptoms for the informa- 
tion of the profession, but also to look forward with hope 
and courage to the future. Our own experience of acro- 
megalie patients leads us to hope that in the author's 
case great amelioration of symptoms may occur. One 
case that has been under observation for over eight )'ears 
has ceased to have troublesome symptoms, and, as far as 
~ne can judge, the disease has in the case become quite 
quiescent. 

In  Dr. Mark's  record chief attention is not unnaturally 
devoted to the symptoms which he has experienced. He  
is of opinion--and in this we agree with h im-- tha t  the 
various medical text-books lay too much stress on the 
physical changes in aeromegaly and too little on the 
symptoms of the disease. I t  matters little, as the writer 
states, whether one's feet and hands are large or small, 
but it matters a great deal if one always suffers from 
severe headache. The symptom of headache which in 
various forms seems to have been the most serious 
symptom throughout the period of about twenty-five 
years that the author has suffered from the disease, is, 
l~owever, a variable phenomenon. Jn acute cases it may 
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be so severe as to almost render life intolerable; but in 
chronic eases it may be only an occasional event. In 
discussing its cause one is naturally led to consider the 
possibility of relieving this symptom by a decompression 
operation, a subject on which the author might perhaps 
take the opinion of the surgeon whom he quotes on page 
[45. Amongst the other symptoms discussed at length 
we may mention enlargement of the tongue--a constant 
feature in our own experience--indigestion, resulting from 
the faulty mastication ensuing on displacement of the 
teeth, ocular and auditory discomfort, and serious nasal 
catarrh. Each chapter is written in easy and convincing 
style, and a sufficient nmnber of illustrations depict the 
changes that have gradually taken ])lace in the features 
and form of this aeromegalie. That the author should 
remain ignorant of the nature of his disease until recently 
is, we think, fortunate and not surprising. The book is 
an important and unique addition to the literature of the 
subject with which it deals. 

Diseases o/ the Skin and the Eruptive Fevers. By  3AY 
FRANK SCHAMBERG, A.B., M.D. ; ]?rofessor of ])er- 
matology and Infectious Eruptive Diseases in the 
Philadelphia Polyclinic and College for Graduates in 
5[edicine, &e. Second Edition, thoroughly revised. 
Philadelphia and London : ~V. ]3. Saunders (!ompany. 
1911. 8vo. Pp. 573. 

TEE first edition of Dr. Sehamberg's work was noticed in 
the nmnber of this Journal for October, 1909 (Vol. 
CXXVIII . ,  page 0.75). W e  then stated that the charac- 
ters of the several eruptions and their differential dia- 
gnosis were very fully described, and were represented by 
numerous photographic illustrations. These features are 
found in the second edition also. The illustrations now 
number 234--most of them well-developed photographs. 
This lends a special value to the book from an educational 
standpoint. 

The author has kept his work very well up-to-date, and 
has evidently carefully revised the text from beginning 
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to end. He ~has amplified the section on Pellagra (pages 
42 to ~15), ,~ disease which has obtained a foothold within 
recent years in the United States, particularly in the 
South. New sections have been introduced on Sporotri- 
ehosis, Grain Itch, Vaccine Therapy, and Treatment by 
refrigeratio,~, includit~g the use of solid carbon dioxide, 
the freezing-poin~ of which is - 80 ~ C. In  the account of 
syphilis, there is a good description of the Wassermann 
reaction (p~lge 327), and the Ehrlich-t-Iata method of 
treatment has received due notice (pages 350, et seq.). 

This enumeration of the additions to the contents will 
convey an idea of the value of Dr. Schamberg's work, 
especially to a lecturer on Dermatology or Practice of 
Medicine who has an epidiascope at hand, by which he 
('.al) project the really fine illustrations on the screen. 

The Year-book of the Scientific and Learned Societies of 
Great Britai~t a~,l Irelaud. A Record of work done in 
Science, Literature, and Ar~ during the Session 1910- 
1911 by numerous Societies and Government Institu- 
tions. Compiled from Official Sources. Twenty- 
eighth Annual Issue. London:  Charles Griffin & 
Company, Ltd.  1911. Demy 8vo. Pp. viii.+374. 

Tins  Year-book, as a record of the progress of Science in 
all its branches, becomes increasingly valuable as years 
roll on. By its aid we can not only mark the progress of 
science, but we can note each step in the progression. 
Medicine occupies some sixty pages, and in them we find 
not only the record of the work done by the larger 
societies, but also that done by local societies in every 
division of the three kingdoms. And we find that  from 
Cork to London and from London to Aberdeen the spirit 
of investigation inspires the members of our profession. 
The record bears witness that to-day we no longer blindly 
follow authority, and that we are no longer open to all the 
reproach which in the past the author of Pseudoscia cast 
upon us of being unobservanr of facts : blind followers of 
authority. 

In the fourteen sections of the book dealing with the 
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different sciences we find no mention of theology; yet to- 
day many laymen take a deep interest in many of the new 
views put forward by theologians. We think the subiect 
might find a place in the next issue of this valuable Year- 
book. 

Some Factors Influencing Health in Tropical and Sub- 
tropical Countries. By J. GERALD GARRY, M.D., 
M.A.O., M.Ch., R.U.I .  London : ffohn Bale, Sons & 
Daniellson, Ltd. 1911. 

Tins  little booklet of ninety-six duodecimo pages is well 
printed on good paper and neatly bound. Its get-up in- 
duces the reader to congratulate himself on possessing so 
dainty a volume. But when he comes to read the mass 
of twaddle with which the writer introduces trite truisms 
and announces every-day happenings, and dilates on 
common knowledge with a magniloquent gravity, as if he 
were a messenger of the gods proclaiming a new and great 
truth, we get disgusted and consign the dainty volume to 
the dust-bin. 

A Surgical Treatment o] Locomotor Ataxia. By L.  N. 
DENSLOW, ~[.D. ; Fellow, New York Academy of Medi- 
cine, &c. London:  Baitli~re, Tindall & Cox. 191: ~. 
Crown Svo. ]?p. v + 118. 

D~t. DENSnOW believes that the changes found in the pos- 
terior columns of the spinal cord in locomotor ataxia are 
due to continuous sensory impulses acting upon neurons 
previously made susceptible by syphilis, either congenital 
or acquired. These impulses cause a condition of chronic 
coagulation in the conducting nerves. 

The author states : - - "  I t  is known that the conducting 
nerve is a very simple tissue, ahnost protoplasmic, being 
little more than highly phosphorized fats in a weak saline 
solution." 

This explanation of the cord lesions is so simple that it 
leaves very little to be said. 

Acting on the above principle the author finds the origin 
T 
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of the cont inuous impulses,  cures the lesion, which is 
of ten in the  ure thra ,  and so cures the d i sease . in  m ~ n y  
c a s e s .  

To express  an opinion on the value of this work would 
necessi ta te  rudeness.  The  book is well pr in ted  and 
finished. 

H . S .  

The Fcast of Herbs: Vegetarian Cookery. L o n d o n :  
I t .  J .  Glaisher.  N . D .  Pp .  1~ 

AN excellent  little handbook of vege tar ian  cookery,  con- 
ra ining m a n y  receipts  which will help the physic ian  t() 
diet his convalescents.  Some of the  soups are t a s ty  and 
tempting.,  and m a y  safely be ordered when  heavier  mea t  
~oups are contra- indicated.  

ANEURYSM OF THE THORACIC AORTA TREATED BY WIRINCt. 

HENRY A. CHRISTIAN reports (Boston Medical and Surgica~ Journal: 
Jan. 25, 1912) a case in which a nlan was infected with syphilis 
at the age of thirty-four years, t ie  presented the first symptoms 
of endothoracic disturbance at the age of forty-three, and a 
diagnosis was made of thoracic aneurysm on August 21, 1907, at 
the age of forty-six. The aneurysm was wired, September 13, 
1907. The symptomatic cure lasted six and one half months. 
A fall, with strain on arm and thorax, occurred in May, 1908, 
followed by a recurrence of symptoms and apparent enlargement 
of the aneurysm, which was wired a second time, June 30, 1908. 
There was temporary improvement, followed shortly by exacerba- 
tion of symptoms and evidence of enlargement of aneurysm. 
Rupture of aneurysm and death of patient took place on August 
27, 1908.--New Yort" Medical Journal, Saturday, February !0, 
1912. 


